Saturday, September 7th, 2002
Hi Gavin,

By now, I guess you will be a good way across the Atlantic, though I would not actually be able to guess where exactly you are. Hope everything is going OK for you. Not too sea sick, I hope!! Or does sea sickness not worry you now? I remember once, when you were very small, we went on a ferry trip to Lamma Island. The sea was very rough and I was not well anyway. I felt very ill though I did not throw up. I also remember many years ago, when I was returning to HK from Russia (via Yokohama) on a very small Russian passenger ship, we were trying to dodge two typhoons. It was very rough. My room was down below and through the porthole I could alternately see the clouds and then under the water because the ship was rolling so much! I was not sick but was very, very green! (Actually, I think I have told you this story before.)

You may notice from the date above that I am writing this letter one day earlier than I usually do. This is because I am off tomorrow on a two-week holiday. As I mentioned earlier, I could not get any reasonably-priced tickets to Spain. But, as I am really in need of a break, I had to go somewhere. So, I booked a package to Hawaii via Japan, flying Japan Airlines. Leave HK tomorrow and go to Honolulu via Osaka. (This should be interesting as the airport at Osaka is built on an artificial island. But as it is slowly sinking into the sea, they occasionally have to jack up the terminal building [with special jacks put there when the terminal was built]. So, see the airport before it disappears!!) After some time relaxing in Honolulu, back to Tokyo for a few days before returning to HK. 

In Hong Kong, not too much has happened. Except perhaps for the train companies which have had rather a bad week. Several incidents. In one, about 100 MTR passengers ended up in the depot at Kowloon Bay! Apparently, the driver had not been told his train was to go to the depot and so he kept stopping at stations to pick up people. Then, at Kowloon Bay, the train automatically turned to the depot! The next day, a train broke down on the new MTR Tseung Kwan O line causing confusion, not helped by the MTR not informing people for some time of what had happened. To move the train, they had to push it – with the help of another train. Also, a KCR train broke down between Shatin and Tai Wai and about 1000 (?) passengers had to get out and walk to Tai Wai! 

Air pollution has been very bad the last few days. In places, the Air Pollution Index was over 140. From 100 – 150, it is classified as harmful and people like me, with respiratory problems, are advised to stay indoors. I still went swimming though. I reckon that the air just above the surface of the water is quite clean. Also a lot of ‘red eye’ at present in HK. They are not sure where it is coming from. Very contagious and can be spread through swimming pools. Now that schools have started, the number of people using our pool has reduced a lot so hopefully, red eye should not be a problem here. Recent swims have been quite good though they have been leaving me rather tired. Need a rest!

Have seen a few interesting TV programmes. One was on a book written by Archimedes about 2400 years ago on his mathematical discoveries. (Archimedes was a Greek who lived in the Greek city-state of Syracuse on the Roman island of Sicily. He was an incredible genius and was doing some things that mathematicians are still working on today. The book has only surfaced once or twice in the past 2000 years but now it is safe at a museum in the US where it is being analysed. The task is difficult as parts have been eaten by mould, people have written over his writing and even made paintings on some pages. But enough has been revealed so far to know that, had the book been discovered about 500 years ago, when people were re-discovering what Archimedes had already discovered, we would have been on Mars by now. Also saw a ‘Pearl Report’ on how many employers in HK are really exploiting their employees, forcing them to work very long hours, 7 days a week with no holidays at low pay. Even the ‘Harbour Plaza’ was featured for the way it treats part-time workers to avoid (by legal means) giving them any benefits. Also watched part of a documentary on the Pentagon building from its beginnings (construction started just before WWII) to today. 

Crime is up quite a bit in HK. Robberies including bank robberies up substantially. Organised crime is not up though. The rise seems to be related to the current economic situation. 

Found out the other day that the HK publisher will now be handing the revised Chemistry book to the Education Department for review at the end of November. I have now managed to complete 5 chapters for Book 3 of the Mauritius junior science series. Much quicker to do.

I guess that’s just about it for now. There will be no letter written next week as I will be in Honolulu, but they will start again as soon as I get back. There will not be as much to write about the holiday this time as compared with past years, as this year the holiday is mainly for a rest rather than touring around. 

Thinking of you. Cheers,

Dad
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